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Review:

Based on the book of the same name by Elizabeth George Speare, this adaptation
follows the main plot points and characters in the novel. Upon the death of her grandfather,
Kit Tyler moves from her home in Barbados to live with relatives in a Puritan community in
Connecticut. Kit finds their lifestyle restrictive and very different from the home she grew up
in. After being somewhat ostracized by the community she befriends an old Quaker woman
who is also shunned by the town. When their friendship is made known Kit is charged with
witchcraft. Although the witchcraft charge is eventually overturned, Kit decides that she cannot
live in the prejudiced community. She returns to Barbados with a young sailor that she met on
her original voyage.
Fans of the novel will appreciate and enjoy this adaptation. Characters and
relationships are well developed with smooth flowing dialogue. Modern audiences may find
the extreme attitudes of the Puritan characters a bit jarring and one-sided. At times their
reasoning seems very illogical and unbending. Good comedic interludes with the old woman
Hannah Tupper and her cat keep the show from being too heavy. The set could range from
minimalist to full scale making it possible for an educational tour. Schools would likely
appreciate this show as the novel is often part of school curriculum. The show would also work
well for a group of younger actors.
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